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MAESTEG TOWN COUNCIL

COUNCIL MEETING

Minutes of Council Meeting held at the Council Chamber, Council Offices, Talbot Street, Maesteg, on Tuesday, 5th September 2006.
PRESENT:

COUNCILLORS:
W May (Mayor)





S B Smith, L Simmons, P John

T T Mizen, C Norton,





W B Evans, P W Jenkins, D K Edwards, 





W H C Teesdale, A Gould, J Williams, S Sullivan.

Apologies for absence were received from Cllrs:  H Fenney, L Beedle, 

P Simmons and G Howells. 
134
DECLARATION OF INTEREST

Cllrs W May, W B Evans S B Smith  and W H C Teesdale declared an interest in all matters relating to BCBC being Members of that Authority.

Cllr P John and L Simmons declared an interest in all matters relating to BCBC being an employee of that Authority.

Cllrs W May, G Howells and W B Evans declared an interest in any matters relating to CAB.

Cllrs P John, W B Evans declared an interest in items relating to the Town Hall as members of the Management Committee.
Cllr J Williams declared an interest in items relating to the Town Hall, his wife being an employee and also to Llynfi Valley Community Transport as Chair.
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135
POLICE MATTERS

The PC apologised as no crime figures were available this month.
PACT meetings

Members stated that no notification had been received giving notice of the above which had taken place in the Maesteg East & Maesteg West Wards recently.

PC stated that posters had been circulated, together with flyers, but the meetings had been poorly attended.  Next time Council would be notified and posters placed within the Council Offices.  It was also reported that suitable venues were proving difficult, several were suggested eg. the courthouse, or Members unanimously agreed that the Council be made available for Maesteg West PACT meetings, free of charge.

It was also stated that several issues raised in the Maesteg East meeting had been actioned and problems had eased, for which residents were grateful.  However, many of the issues raised involved BCBC matters, it was felt that BCBC Officers should be present.  A response to this request was still awaited.

Traffic Problem – Castle Street
 A report was presented to the Officer that cars and vans are parking on the pavement in Castle Street, creating a hazard for pedestrians as well as a highway danger.  BCBC had been also notified as this area had only recently been repaved at public expense.

Officers will look into this matter.

Policing levels

The Officer was asked to confirm policing levels in the Valley, as information had been given that only one officer was on duty to cover Aberkenfig to Maesteg on 30th August. 

Members were advised that this was possible; however it was usual that two officers covered this area.

Dangerous driving incident

An incident within the Maesteg town centre had been reported recently to PC Sollis.  The Officers was asked for any feedback.

The relevant Officer would be approached and a report given at the next meeting.
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3 A’s Taxis

It was reported that the above company were continually reversing out of their premises on Caerau Square, blocking pedestrian access and parking on the bend thereby causing an obstruction and a hazard.
Traffic Problem – Treharne Road, Caerau

It was reported that modified vehicles were speeding and turning in Treharne Road after midnight, causing an annoyance to residents as well as a danger to other motorists. The legality of the vehicles was questioned.

This matter would be passed to the Caerau Team for investigation. 

Police Telephone System

A recent call through the 655555 number for Maesteg Police Station was not answered.  It was reported that unless members of the public dial 999, no response is received locally.

Members stated that the public are constantly being asked to be vigilant and report matters of the police; however if no response is received this will deter people from calling.

RESOLVED:  That a letter be sent to the Police Headquarters on this matter.

136
MINUTES

The Minutes of the Ordinary Meeting of the Council held on 4th July 2006, together with Minutes of a meeting of the Recess Committee, Christmas Street Light Committee and Finance Committee held on 31st July 2006 were read and accepted as accurate records.
RESOLVED:  That the Minutes be approved, adopted and signed by the Mayor.

MATTERS ARISING
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137
OFF ROAD MOTORCYCLES

MINUTE 80.4

Letter received from Mr D Pritchard of Chestnut Grove, Maesteg, regarding the above problems that residents of Chestnut Grove are suffering; problems being caused with pedestrians gaining access to the Cemetery at the former bridge site, as well as distress to bereaved families from the noise created by these bikes.

The Clerk referred this letter to the Director of Environmental & Planning Services, BCBC, on the 25th July for his attention.  Receipt of the complaint letter has been acknowledged and passed to the appropriate section for investigation and will be dealt with as soon as resources permit.

RESOLVED:  That Members note the information, and copy of the letter be forwarded to the complainant.
138
PUBLIC TOILETS

MINUTE 83

Letter from Property Department, BCBC, acknowledging Council’s letter of 5th July, which has been passed to the relevant Department, who will respond directly to Council.

RESOLVED:  That Members note the information and await developments.
139
MAESTEG TOWN HALL CLOCK
(MINUTE 84)

E-mail received form BCBC providing update on the clock’s progress, advising that the parts are expected within the next two-three weeks, with the installation anticipated to take only one day.  

RESOLVED:  That the Council note the information await developments.
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140
MAESTEG WELFARE PARK – SKATEPARK
UNDER-AGE DRINKING (MINUTE 85)

Cllr Norton reported that he had visited the site on several occasions and spoken to the young people using the facility, who had advised that abuse of the facility had settled, the situation there had improved and that there were currently no major problems.  Members were advised that a request had been received from the youths for additional equipment at the site. Reference was made to the initial consultation process, together with possible expansion of the facility in the future.
It was also stated that the reports of underage drinking had come from park staff, and this information could not be ignored and the situation should therefore continue to be monitored.
RESOLVED:  To note the information.

141
BCBC – HOUSING RENEWAL AREA (CAERAU)

MINUTE 86

Letter from Head of Service, Housing & Well-Being, BCBC, confirming his attendance at the October Council Meeting to discuss the above.

RESOLVED:  That Members note the information.
142
MAESTEG TOWN CENTRE REGENERATION

MINUTE 87

Confirmation received of the exhibition of draft proposals for Talbot Street held in Central Church, with continuing access at the Council Offices during August.  The next meeting of the Town Centre Regeneration Forum will be on 21st September 2006 at which it is 
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intended to report on the outcome of the consultation process; copy of the minutes of the last meeting are available for Members’ information.
With regard to the questionnaire, three sessions were held in July with Traders etc. to discuss this and other issues on the draft plans for Talbot Street.  This was attended by Cllrs Fenney and Beedle.  Several issues were raised with the Highways Officers.  The Council’s request for a further meeting will be referred to L Fradd, when available.

RESOLVED:  That Members note the information.
143
APPLICATIONS FOR FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE

MINUTE 116

Letters of thanks for donations received under Section 137 of the Local Government Act (as amended) have been received from:


Childline Cymru/Wales


Children with Leukaemia 

          Welsh National Anthem Celebration Group Maesteg           

RESOLVED:  That Members noted the information.
144
PARKING PROBLEMS

SILOH CHAPEL, HIGH STREET, NANTYFFYLLON.

Response received from the Planning Department, BCBC, on the complaint referred regarding the above and the parking provision in the basement which is being used as a gymnasium.  

This matter was investigated in May 2006 and the site visited.  At that time it was concluded that there was no breach of planning control.  It had been noted that the condition requiring parking provision had been complied with although the area was being used as a gym, this has resulted in on-street parking. However, the condition did not prevent the area being used as a gym, nor the tenants to use the area to park their cars.  The matter was therefore resolved.
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Members were shocked that whilst planning approval requires that parking provision is included within any proposed development, once planning permission is granted this requirement can then be ignored as in this case.  It was

RESOLVED:  That BCBC be requested to introduce procedures to prevent a similar situation occurring in any future development and that conditions be imposed stating that the provision of a parking facility within a proposal is maintained solely for that purpose.

145
MAESTEG MARKET TRADERS’ ASSOCIATION

MINUTE 121

Letter received from the Chair of the above, outlining points discussed and agreed at their meeting held on 19th July 2006.

Further letter received giving notice of the next meeting on 20th September 2006 at 1.00pm at the Council Chamber.  The following items will be discussed:

· Security & Winter lighting – now fitted and operating

· Industrial signs – on order

· Farmers Market/Car boot sale

· Advertising on plastic bags – Market Manager dealing with
All Members invited.

RESOLVED:  That Members note the information
146
LIST OF PAYMENTS

RESOLVED:  That the List of Payments made by the Council during the months of July and August 2006, amounting to £5135.56 and £5506.99 respectively, a copy of which had been circulated to Members, be accepted, confirmed and signed by the Mayor.
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147
GOLDEN WEDDING ANNIVERSARY

The Mayor has attended upon Mr & Mrs V Tew of 21 Meadow Street, Maesteg, and presented them with a bouquet of flowers and a letter of congratulations on behalf of  the Council.  Cost borne out of Part ‘B’ of the Mayor’s Allowance.

RESOLVED: That the action taken be confirmed and costs borne out of Part ‘B’.
148
BEREAVEMENT
A letter had been sent to Cllr L Beedle and Mr Beedle relaying the Council’s sympathy upon their recent loss.
The Mayor also expressed condolences to Cllr Mizen and his family who had suffered a recent bereavement.
RESOLVED:  That the information be noted and the action taken be confirmed.
149
BRIDGEND LOCAL DEVELOPMENT PLAN

DRAFT DELIVER AGREEMENT

DRAFT SUSTAINABILITY APPRAISAL SCOPING REPORT

Notification received of a seminar called by BCBC Planning Department to consider and discuss the above reports. (Copies of the relevant documents in office).  

Cllr H Fenney had attended the Seminar/Forum on 15th August 2006 at the Bridgend Rugby Club.

The LDP Stakeholder Forum will act as a consultative body which it will inform the LDP throughout the plan preparation.  It will reflect a cross section of views from interest groups to statutory consultees on the development process. 
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RESOLVED:  That the action taken be confirmed.

150
TCCSCC

Letter received from the Secretary of the above confirming that at the AGM it was agreed to dissolve the Committee from the end of August 2006.   A further letter enclosing a refund of funds of £21.05, following reconciliation of accounts was received.  Minutes of AGM and Balance Sheet was also enclosed which are available for Members’ inspection.

RESOLVED:  That the information be noted.

151
ONE VOICE WALES

Letter received from the new Chief Executive of the above asking the council to consider becoming a member of One Voice Wales for the current year.  (Copy attached).  Membership Fees for 2006/7 (based on chargeable dwellings) is £1671.00. 

RESOLVED:  That the information be noted.

152
ARRIVA TRAINS

PROPOSED TIMETABLE

E-mail received from R Pittard (Railfuture South Wales) advising that changes to the timetable in December 2006 propose that the Vale trains will leave Bridgend two minutes earlier, which may create difficulties in connecting with the Maesteg train.  The Council were asked to support the response that this be re-considered.  The Council are also asked to request a Sunday service from Maesteg; WAG funding allows this on other lines. 
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Following a short discussion when it was stated that passengers must be allowed time to make connections, a Sunday service to Maesteg would be beneficial, it was

RESOLVED:  That the Council support the above points and the relevant agencies be so notified.
153
BCBC – LICENCING ACT 2003:  TEMPORARY EVENT NOTICE

Information relating to the above has been received from the Legal Services Directorate, BCBC.  Local events may require a Temporary Event Notice before the event takes place;  this replaces the occasional permission for the sale of alcohol and public entertainment previously granted by the Magistrates Court or Council.

Events that require a TEN are: 

· Sale by retail of alcohol

· Playing of recorded music, live music, performance of dance or other regulated entertainment to which the general public is invited or where there is a view to profit.

Exemptions are:

· Religious services

· Door to door carol singing

· Garden fetes or functions of a similar nature if not being held for purposes of private gain

· Morris dancing or dancing of a similar nature where live music is an integral part of the performance

Details of how to obtain a TEN were provided, fees involved, together with limitations to the system:

· The number of times a person (the premises user) may give a TEN – 

50 times per year for a personal licence holder – e.g. pub landlord  or 5 times a year for other people.
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· The number of times a TEN may be given in respect of any particular premises (12 in a calendar year)

· The length of time a temporary event may last (96 hours)

· The maximum aggregate duration of the periods covered by a TEN at any individual premises (15 days per calendar year)

· The scale of the event in terms of maximum people attending at any one time (maximum 499)

Individual organisers must ensure that the provisions of the law are complied with when organising such an event.

RESOLVED:  That the information be noted.

154
BCBC – HIGHWAY MAINTENANCE PROGRAMME 2006/7

A copy of the above has been received from the Transportation & Engineering Section, BCBC, which forms only a part of the total expenditure on Highway Maintenance which totals £5.6million.  This includes street lighting, winter maintenance, reactive safety repairs and cyclical maintenance – grass cutting, gully cleansing etc.

RESOLVED:  That the information be noted and be made available to Members on request.

155
BCBC – ACCIDENT REMEDIAL SCHEME

A4063  HIGH STREET & PICTON STREET, NANTYFFYLLON  

Letter received form Transportation & Engineering Section, BCBC, advising that as the above length of highway has a history of accidents, a scheme is planned (proposals available for inspection) as part of a commitment to road safety and using WAG funding.  The Council’s observations on the scheme are sought – due 7th September 2006.

RESOLVED:  That the Nantyffyllon Members inspect the proposals and advise the Clerk of their observations.
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156
WAG – CLEAN NEIGHBOURHOODS & ENVIRONMENT ACT 2005

CONSULTATION PAPER

(GATING OF CERTAIN HIGHWAYS FOR THE PREVENTION OF

CRIME & ANTI-SOCIAL BEHAVIOUR)

Copy of the above received from Mrs J Gregory AM.  This is as a result of successful pilot projects in Wales.  It is an excellent opportunity to take positive steps to help communities deal with problem lanes without permanently removing legitimate right of way.  Consultation due to end 31st August.

Comments submitted by due date:  

The proposals and general principles of the document were agreed with the following comments:

· Town and community councils should have a copy of the register of gating orders for their area.

· Town and community councils should be added to the list of statutory objectors for which the public enquiry are held alongside police, fire and ambulance services.

· Representations from town and community councils must be considered by inspectors in any enquiry.

RESOLVED:  That the action taken be confirmed.
157
WALES AUDIT OFFICE

INQUIRY – WELSH AMBULANCE SERVICES NHS TRUST

Letter received from Wales Audit Office, who are conducting an inquiry into the above which is due to report in the autumn.  A number of public hearings have been held.  Comments are invited on the following issues:

· The Ambulance Trust’s current position, in terms of its current performance and the enablers of good performance (leadership, strategy, people, process and capacity)
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· Whether the Trust has a sound plan to improve the situation

· Whether there are any risks to the successful implementation of the plan.

During a discussion opposition was expressed on central management and control of the Ambulance Service in Wales, and it was strong felt that the split should be regional – preferably North and South Wales – as these areas have very different needs and requirements, with regard to population as well as geographical structure.  It was 

RESOLVED:  

That the plenary powers be given to the Mayor and Deputy to obtain a copy of the Trust plan for inspection prior to comment on two of the above points, and that the submission include the above statements.
158
WAG – FIRST MINISTER’S ANNUAL REPORT

Copies of the above received and available to Members upon request.

RESOLVED:  That the information be noted.

159
ADJUDICATION PANEL FOR WALES

ANNUAL REPORT 2005-6

Copy of the above received and available to Members upon request.

RESOLVED:  That the information be noted.

160
WAG – GUIDANCE ON PROVIDING INDEMNITIES TO

MEMBERS & OFFICERS OF RELEVANT AUTHORITIES

Copy of the above Order received, which was made and came into force in February 2006.  Copy available for inspection.

RESOLVED:  That the information be noted.
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161
YOUTH WORKS

EVALUATION REPORT ON WILDMILL PROJECT

Copy of the above independent report received and available for inspection.

RESOLVED:  That the information be noted.

162
WAG – COMMISSIONER FOR OLDER PEOPLE IN WALES

DRAFT REGULATIONS 

Receipt of a copy of the above Bill which received Royal Assent on 25th July 2006, and fulfils the WAG manifesto for the 2003 elections to create a Commissioner for Older People in Wales.  This Act enables the Assembly to do so and it is intended to appoint same during 2007, and enables the WAG to introduce secondary legislation making detailed provision as to staffing, financing and functions of same.  

The commissioner will ensure that older people can influence the way important public services are managed and delivered in Wales.

Responses are required by 20th October 2006.  Document available for inspection and comment.  
RESOLVED:  That the Reading Committee study this document and report to next Council when this matter will be placed on the Agenda for consideration.
163
REPORT TO WAG

‘BEYOND BOUNDARIES’

CITIZEN-CENTRED LOCAL SERVICES FOR WALES

Copy of the above received and available to Members upon request.  A series of regional events are being held to enable discussion of the report, and provide the opportunity to raise questions etc.  Details of the dates and venues are provided in Wrexham, Cardiff and Llanelli during September, should the Council wish to nominate a representative to attend.
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RESOLVED:  That the information be noted.

164
AGE PARTNERSHIP GROUP

EMPLOYER INFORMATION

Letter received from Minister for State Pension Reform advising that from October 2006 it will become unlawful to discriminate against an employee on the grounds of age.  A newsletter can be obtained providing full information guidance.

RESOLVED:  That the information be noted.

165
SLCC – ANNUAL NATIONAL CONFERENCE

Notice of the above has been received to take place in Plymouth – 20-22 October 2006 - at a cost of £265 plus.
RESOLVED:  That the information be noted.

166
PUBLIC SERVICES OMBUDSMAN FOR WALES

ANNUAL REPORT 2005/6

An amendment to the report previously received, has been provided.  Date in one of the sections had been transposed incorrectly.

RESOLVED:  That the information be noted.

167
MACMILLAN CANCER SUPPORT

The Council received notification of an annual event being organised by the above on 29th September – ‘the world’s biggest coffee morning’.  Funds raised will support Macmillan nurses and other health professionals as well as provide practical, emotional and financial help to sufferers and their families.  The Council were asked to consider taking part.
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RESOLVED:  That the information be noted.

168
BRIDGEND LOCAL HEALTH BOARD

Papers relating to a meeting of the above which took place on 10th August 2006 are available for inspection.  Notice has also been provided on the new Chief Executive (full details available).
Notice, and agenda, of the next meeting of the BLHB received, to take place on 14th September 2006 at Bridgend College Enterprises Ltd.

RESOLVED:  That the information be noted.

169
COMMUNITY HEALTH COUNCIL

Papers relating to a meeting of the above which took place on 5th September 2006 are available for inspection.

RESOLVED:  That the information be noted.

170
BRIDGEND COUNTY NEIGHBOURHOOD WATCH

Information relating to the above has been received and is available to Members upon request.

RESOLVED:  That the information be noted.

171
CAERAU COMMUNITY NEWSLETTER

A copy of the August edition of the above has been received and is available to Members.

RESOLVED:  That the information be noted.
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172
CPRW

Notice and agenda of AGM of the Campaign for the Protection of Rural Wales (Mid and South Glamorgan Branch) received, 26th September 2006 in Cowbridge.

RESOLVED:  That the information be noted.

173
EUROPEAN UNION

REGIONAL POLICY

A copy of the June and July editions of the above newsletter have been received and are available to Members.

RESOLVED:  That this information be made available to Members upon request.

174
BCBC TOURISM

A copy of the July edition of the above has been received and is available to Members.

RESOLVED:  That this information be made available to Members upon request.

175
RURAL WALES

A copy of the Summer edition of the above has been received and is available to Members.

RESOLVED:  That this information be made available to Members upon request.
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176
NOAH’S ARK APPEAL

SUMMER 2006 NEWSLETTER

A copy of  the above edition has been received and is available to Members.

RESOLVED:  That this information be made available to Members upon request.

177
COUNCIL’S INSURANCE 2006/7

Renewal Notice received from Zurich Insurance of the Council’s policy.  The Policy is due for renewal on 25th September 2006 at a premium of £4851.67p.  
Members considered the Policy schedule and renewal quote, which had been recently revised to provide adequate cover to include the refurbished building.  It was

RESOLVED:  That the premium be paid by the due date.
178
BCBC

GAMBLING ACT 2005 – CONSULTATION PROCESS

BCBC have produced a draft policy statement (Statement of Principles) as part of the process involved in the above Act under which Local Authorities will assume the role of licensing authority for the purpose of regulating gaming premises.  Comments are invited by 6th October 2006. 
A copy of the document is available to Members for inspection.

RESOLVED:  That the Reading Committee study this document, and report to next Council when this matter will be placed on the Agenda for consideration.
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179    APPLICATIONS FOR FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE

1. MAESTEG YOUTH RFC

During Recess application received from the above, requesting sponsorship for the 2006/7 season. The local club provides a much appreciated facility for young people and is self financing and depends on sponsorship fro businesses, individuals etc.  

It was decided that as the Club benefits local young people, and the fixture list was being produced and printed within the recess period, that £100 be donated to the Maesteg Youth RFC under Section 137 of the Local Government Act (as amended).

The cheque was issued, and an acknowledgement and thank you letter received.

RESOLVED:  That the action taken be confirmed.
2. BRIDGEND VICTIM SUPPORT

Letter received from the Manager of the above locally based voluntary organisation that deals with all aspects of support for victims of crime.  The Council are asked to consider supporting this organisation with a financial donation.
RESOLVED:  That the application be deferred until further information is received; balance sheet, numbers of people supported within the Maesteg area. 
3. SHELTER CYMRU 

Letter from the Fundraising Manager of the above, advising that the organisation celebrates 25 years this year, marking a significant point in the history of challenging homelessness.  Shelter look to advance their agenda in helping the homeless and people with housing issues, and last year over 13000 people in Wales including many children.  In order to continue the work, of over 80 local surgeries in Wales people from all communities benefit.  Any support the Council can provide will be appreciated.
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During consideration of this application the Council were reminded that accommodation for a weekly surgery within the Council Offices is provided free of charge to Shelter Cymru.  It was therefore
RESOLVED:  That the Council donate the sum of £50.00 to Shelter Cymru under Section 137 of the Local Government Act (as amended).

4.  BRITISH RED CROSS

Letter received from the Fundraiser for South West Wales of the above requesting funds to support local services to people in crisis.  It is the aim to maintain the present level of service, as well as expand them within the area.  The Council’s previous commitment is appreciated and are asked to consider making a donation once again to enable the Organisation to continue its work. 
During consideration reference was made to the work undertaken by Red Cross locally, as well as within the hospitals.  Members were reminded that the Maesteg branch of Red Cross hold their meetings in the Council Chamber.  It was
RESOLVED:  That the Council donate the sum of £50.00 to the Red Cross (SE Wales) under Section 137 of the Local Government Act (as amended).

180    AUDIT OF 2005/6 ACCOUNTS

ANNUAL RETURN  

The Clerk reported receipt of the Notice of 2005/6 audit from Wales Audit Office.  Annual return to be submitted by 23rd October 2006.  Arrangements had been made, and internal audit carried out by Ridgewood Associates, details of the findings were presented to Council:

· Accounts and supporting papers are of high standard.
· Prior years review points have been fully discussed and actioned.

· Areas covered by internal audit all found to be satisfactory.
· Risk Assessment review – advised that this has been completed by Finance Committee (Minute 123) - adopted by full Council.
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· Explanations of fluctuations in income & expenditure report need to be submitted with the Annual return – as in previous years.
          Arrangements will be made to advertise the accounts, display public      

          notices, and make all papers relating to accounts available for public    

          inspection within stipulated time period in accordance with the Audit 
          Regulations, prior to submission to Wales Audit Office by due date.

          Invoice received from Ridgewood Associates for the internal audit    

          work undertaken in the sum of £225.00.
RESOLVED
(i)  That the Audit Report and information be noted, and that the invoice be paid.

(ii)   That the Mayor and Financial Officer sign the Annual Return and Statement of Assurance for submission to Wales Audit Office.
181    CHRISTMAS STREET LIGHTING 2006
          RESOLVED:  That the Council consider the tenders received in    

          respect of the above in Committee following this Council Meeting.
182    COUNCIL OFFICES
          RESOLVED:  That the Council consider the tenders received in    

          respect of the above in Committee following this Council Meeting.

183    PUBLIC TOILETS – MAESTEG CAR PARK
The Mayor reported that investigations had been made on the above, with a test company to ascertain an idea of costs etc of obtaining prefabricated toilets.  Several Members had received a presentation on the provision of a fully functional facility with disabled adaptations.  

Members were advised that: 

1. purchase costs would be in the region of £55,000

2. leasing costs would be £14,000 for a 20 year period.
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3. Additional costs would be also incurred in foundation work, ie. Preparation of site, supply of electricity, water and drainage to the site.

During a discussion it was stated that: 
· BCBC authority would be required in the first instance, as an area of land (possibly several parking spaces) within the car park would be required to house such a facility
· Partnership funding would be essential due to the level of costs involved, both with BCBC and/or private sponsorship

· Full Council would need to see a presentation of available facilities

· Further investigations with other companies etc would be necessary

          RESOLVED:  That a committee consisting of Cllrs W May, 

          D K Edwards and L Beedle continue with investigations and report to 

          full Council.

184    DELEGATES REPORTS
          Cllr Teesdale reported that he had made enquiries with BCBC as 

requested on future road safety schemes for consideration by the Council.  A letter from the BCBC Highways & Transportation Department was presented listing various suggestions.  It was

          RESOLVED:  That a copy of this information be circulated to 

Members and that the matter be placed on the Agenda of the next meeting for discussion.       

ANY OTHER BUSINESS

185    WALKWAY – YR YSFA TO ALMA ROAD, MAESTEG

          It was requested if any progress had been made on the above, and the 

          prevention of access of motorcycles etc.
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         Members were advised that undergrowth will be cut back, and 

investigations made into the building of a zig-zag wall within the lane to prevent vehicular access.  Residents have been approached with proposals.

186    MEMORIAL PILLARS – COMMUNITY ROUTE CAERAU

It was reported that the above pillars are to be moved in order that exploratory work can be undertaken with regard to the proposed entrance.  The pillars will be re-sited.  The Clerk advised that the stone mason is currently on site completing the engraving work.  It was

RESOLVED:  That the engraving be completed as agreed.

THE COUNCIL THEN RESOLVED TO GO INTO 

COMMITTEE TO DISCUSS THE FOLLOWING:

187
CHRISTMAS LIGHTING 2006

1.  TOWN CENTRE DISPLAY

The Clerk advised that six companies had been approached with the 2006 Christmas Street lighting Display Schedule of work requesting Tenders.  All had been asked to provide necessary documentation regarding health and safety procedures, qualification, compliance with regulations etc.

Two had submitted quotations.  The Mayor asked that the details of the tenders be presented to Council. 

No 1

£35,608.25 

No 2

£18,211.06

Members discussed the quotations, considering the documentation provided and it was
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RESOLVED:  That tender no 2 be accepted.  Council were advised that the successful Company was Centregreat Ltd, who had proved to be efficient, and co-operative in previous years.  It was

RESOLVED:  That any additional equipment previously agreed be purchased as required, within the available budget.

2. CHRISTMAS TREE (MINUTE 117)

The Clerk advised that the contractor accepted for the supply installation and removal within Minute 117 had contacted the office, and submitted a re-quotation for the tree, as he had been unable to obtain a tree to the size required.

The Council considered two re-quotations:

No 1

£2175


No 2.  
£2240.

Members noted the report, discussed several options and decided to consider the above quotations.  It was

RESOLVED:  That quotation No 1 be accepted.

Council were advised that the successful Company was Llynfi Valley Tree & Garden Services.

188
COUNCIL OFFICES
Members had been circulated with a report covering the following issues:

1. BCBC ACCOMMODATION IN BASEMENT- REST ROOM FOR STREET CLEANERS.
As reported to Finance Committee – 31.07.06, response received from BCBC regarding the above and detailed in Minute 125.  

During a discussion Members felt strongly that the issue of management of BCBC staff, together with the standard and efficiency of cleansing service in the town centre is an obligation BCBC must meet.  It was also agreed that the Town Council must maximize their 
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responsibility to the public regarding the occupation of the Council Offices.  It was therefore
RESOLVED:  That Messrs King Davies be advised that BCBC be instructed that if they are unable to pay rent for the above accommodation they should make arrangements to vacate the room.

2.  APPLICATION FOR LEASE OF EMPTY UPSTAIRS ROOM

· Letter dated 15th August received from Mr Fahey of Llangynwyd expressing interest in the renting of the above room.  Mr Fahey is a community artist, currently working on a project at Llangynwyd Primary School that has drawn interest from other public bodies, and is encouraged by the positive air resulting from the regeneration of the town.  The applicant has worked from home for many years and now requires dedicated space to allow his art to flourish.  He is currently displaying and selling the work from a coffee shop he has recently opened in the indoor market.

The Mayor met the applicant to discuss the proposal and to determine its exact nature, and gave a short report.
· Letter dated 16th August received from Messrs King-Davies and Partners regarding the CAB lease, stating that a response had been received from the Trustee of the Chair Board of CAB requesting a renegotiation of the terms of the proposed lease.  They are now formally requesting that the Council allows the Bureau to rent the whole of the first floor of the Council Offices at a concessionary rent due to the need for extensive internal renovation.  

To allow discussion on the above applications, Cllrs W May,
S Sullivan, W B Evans left the meeting in accordance with their CAB declaration of interest.

During the discussion it was stated that the room was more suitable to be used as office accommodation, as risk assessments would be necessary due to possible equipment and materials used by the artist, alongside the existing public use.  It was therefore
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RESOLVED:  That the empty room be offered to CAB, but at the same rental rate as for the rest of the office space on the upper floor. 
The Council were also asked to consider deleting three clauses from the draft CAB lease provided by King-Davies, ie.

1.3:
a fair proportion (decided by a surveyor the Landlord nominates) of the cost of repairing maintaining and cleaning:

Party walls, party structures, yards, gardens, roads, paths, gutters, drains, sewers, pipes, conduits, wires, cables and things used or shared with other property.

6.1:   to maintain the state and condition of the inside of the property but the Tenant need not alter or improve it except is required to clause 6.10.
6.9:
to keep any plate glass in the property insured for its full replacement costs with reputable insurers, to give the landlord details of that insurance on request and to replace any plate glass which becomes damaged.


Following consideration of the above, it was
RESOLVED:  That item 1.3 be deleted from the lease, but that items 6.1 and 6.9 should remain.  


Cllrs May, Evans and Sullivan returned to the meeting.

3.  COUNCIL OFFICES SURVEY

Arising from Minute 123 detailing the discussion on disabled access etc. a letter dated 17th July received from Messrs Ferrier Hart & Thomas regarding the internal survey required to progress this matter.  

· The interior survey will entail a measured survey for preparation of plans

· Items of disabled access and the like must be identified, together with items of improvement and items of repair located and identified

· Investigating grant opportunities.

Members were advised that fees in respect of this will be £2,500 exclusive of out of pocket expenses and vat.  Should the works be put 
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out to tender by the firm and monitored by them to completion, a proportion of this fee will be deducted from further fees.
RESOLVED:  That the Council agree to pay the fee as stated.
4.  REFURBISHMENT REPORT

Members are advised that the Clerk has reported that a crack has appeared in the surface of the exterior handrail.  The surveyor is to take this matter up with the contractor.

Members were also advised that there are several cracks in small panes of glass in the windows in the Chamber; the Window company attended and placed lead strips over the cracks.  This was reported to the Surveyor as unacceptable.   Mr Ferrier is taking this matter up with the main Contractor PSW Ltd.
RESOLVED:  That the report be noted and the Council await developments.

THE COMMITTEE THEN WENT BACK INTO COUNCIL

TO CONFIRM THE FOLLOWING:
189
MINUTES

Minute No  187  Christmas Lighting

          Minute No  188  Council Offices


RESOLVED:  That the above Minutes approved and confirmed.

190
PLANS
Cllrs W May, W H C Teesdale, W B Evans and S B Smith left the meeting at this point.
PLANNING MATTERS CONSIDERED BY RECESS COMMITTEE:
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Ref:


P/06/916/FUL/NM

Applicant:

A Butler




Church Court, Church Street, Maesteg

Development:
Car hard standing to side of property 

Location:

Church Court, Church Street, Maesteg

Ref:


P/06/610/RES/AG

Applicant:

Mrs Cox




117 Coed Parc Court, Maesteg

Development:
One residential dwelling (amended plans)

Location:

Between 82/91 Bethania Street, Maesteg 

Ref:


P/06/904/RLX.RB

Applicant:

Poh Choo Lee




90 Commercial Street, Maesteg

Development:
Extend Opening hours to now open 5pm-12pm.

Location:

99 Commercial Street, Maesteg  

Ref:


P/06/880/FUL/NM  & P/06/884/FUL,NM

Applicant:

Nantyffyllon Institute




Bangor Terrace, Nantyffyllon

Development:
Install railings and gates to front of building

Location:

Nantyffyllon Institute

Ref:


P/06/361/FUL/JP




Applicant:

South Wales Fire Service

Development:
Demolish part of existing building, erect extension/New build and refurbishment 
(amended plan)

Location:

Maesteg Fire Station, Coegnant Road, Caerau.

Ref:


P/06/854/FUL/NM

Applicant:

Mrs A Stolzenburg




27 Ewenny Road, Maesteg

Development:
Demolish and rebuild new larger garage in rear garden

Location:

27 Ewenny Road, Maesteg  
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Ref:


P/06/832/FUL/JP

Applicant:

G Howe 




22 Llwydarth Road, Maesteg

Development:
Two dwellings (semi detached)

Location:
Land adj 4 Coegnant Cottages, Heol Tywith, Nantyffyllon

Ref:


P/06/848/FUL/EJ

Applicant:

G Cousins




82 Turberville Street, Maesteg

Development:
Conservatory

Location:

82 Turberville Street, Maesteg 

Ref:


P/06/843/FUL/EJ

Applicant:

Mr & Mrs Sullivan




11 Talana Terrace, Caerau

Development:
Ext to provide ground floor disabled shower room

Location:

11 Talana Terrace, Caerau.

Ref:


P/06/930/FUL/NM



Applicant:

B Bridges 




16 Yr Ysfa Maesteg

Development:
Front conservatory to bungalow

Location:

16 Yr Ysfa Maesteg

Ref:


P/06/997/FUL/NM



Applicant:

I Preece




1 The Greenways, Maesteg

Development:
Detached Garage to the rear

Location:

1 The Greenways, Maesteg

Ref:


P/06/956/FUL/NM

Applicant:

T T Williams




11 Cross Street, Maesteg

Development:
Retention of single storey garage extension & boundary walls 




(Retrospective application)

Location:

11 Cross Street, Maesteg
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Ref:


P/06/985/FUL/NM

Applicant:

A Neill




102 High Street, Nantyffyllon 

Development:
Bathroom, shower room built over existing kitchen/bathroom

Location:

102 High Street, Nantyffyllon.

Ref:


P/06/974/FUL/NM

Applicant:

L M Teesdale




6 Heol y Llwyni, Maesteg

Development:
Single storey extension to rear for disabled person

Location:

6 Heol y Llwyni, Maesteg 

Ref:


P/06/1000/FUL/AG

Applicant:

UK Methane Ltd

Unit C Kenfig Industrial Estate, Margam, Port Talbot

Development:
Drilling of methane well

Location:

Cosi, Ewenny Road, Maesteg  

Ref:


P/06/999/FUL/AG

Applicant:

UK Methane Ltd

Unit C Kenfig Industrial Estate, Margam, Port Talbot

Development:
Drilling of Methane Well – affecting Footpath 31

Location:

Former St Johns Colliery, Maesteg

Ref:


P/06/1065/FUL/EW

Applicant:

G Deere




6 South Parade, Maesteg

Development:
Two storey rear extension and alterations

Location:

6 South Parade, Maesteg

Ref:


P/06/961/FUL/AG

Applicant:

Mr & Mrs Renney




28 Wingate Drive Llanishen

Development:
New dwelling

Location:

Plot 6 Llynfi Court, Maesteg 
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Ref:


P/06/959/FUL/NM

Applicant:

Mr N M Buckley & Ms E Jenkins

c/o Stafford Construction Ltd, 7 Bethania Street, Maesteg 

Development:
two storey rear extension

Location:

6 Princess Street, Maesteg

Ref:


P/06/1024/FUL/NM

Applicant:

Wilkinson Hardware Stores




Manton Wood, Worksop, Notts.

Development:
New shopfront, windows, recessed entrance porch & Security shutter, roof mounted plant & satellite dish

Location:

Wilkinson Store, Llynfi Road, Maesteg 

Ref:


A/06/34//ADV/NM

Applicant:

Wilkinson Hardware Stores




Manton Wood, Worksop, Notts.

Development:
Illuminated shop signs – static, internal & halo LED.

Location:

Wilkinson Store, Llynfi Road, Maesteg 

Ref:


P/06/1005/FUL/NM

Applicant:

Mr & Mrs M Sims




20 Blaencaerau Road, Caerau

Development:
new double garage to rear

Location:

20 Blaencaerau Road, Caerau

Ref:


P/06/1040/FUL/CJ

Applicant:

Mrs G Tracey




4 The Greenways, Maesteg



Development:
Single storey shower room & lobby

Location:

4 The Greenways, Maesteg.

Ref:


P/06/1078/FUL/PT

Applicant:

L Thomas




10 Darren View. Llangynwyd 
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Development:
1 new dwelling

Location:

Plot 18 Llynfi Court, Maesteg.

Ref:


P/06/1073/FUL/NM

Applicant:

Mr & Mrs K Jenkins




3 Talgarth Street, Maesteg

Development:
Single storey utility room, shower room extension

Location:

3 Talgarth Street, Maesteg.

Ref:


P/06/1071/FUL/NM

Applicant:

B S Jones & L S Dawkins




3 Port Terrace, Maesteg

Development:
two storey extension to rear

Location:

3 Port Terrace, Maesteg

SUPPORT ALL THE ABOVE.

Ref:


P/06/860/FUL/JP




Applicant:

Mrs A K Print




Melrose, Pencoed Lane, Llanmartin, Newport
Development:
Conversion of existing chapel vestry to 4 x 1 bedroom flats

Location:

Cartref, Adj Kingdom Hall, Picton Street, Nantyffyllon

OBJECT - to the above planning application unless off road parking forms part of the development, due to the high intensity of traffic and lack of parking already within the area. 

Ref:


P/06.868/RLX/JP

Applicant:

Cowlin Construction Ltd




Edwards House, Dowlais Road, Cardiff

Development:
Amend Condition 8 of approval P/04/1327/FUL (School)

Location:

Maesteg Washery land reclamation

SUPPORT – providing cycletrack is included within curtilage of the development site, and does not encroach onto the existing highway.
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Ref:


P/06/968/OUT/JP

Applicant:

G Tame




54 Cemetery Road, Maesteg

Development:
Residential Development (2 dwellings) – Outline application

Location:

Rear 54 Cemetery Road, Maesteg

SUPPORT – subject to retention of access for existing garages, and provision off road parking for the new dwellings.

Ref:


P/06/1053/FUL/DCD

Applicant:

Morbaine Ltd




Widnes, Cheshire

Development:
Foodstore, Assoc car parking, access road,    footpaths &




Replacement car park – re-sub 06/725

Location:

Land adj Maesteg RFC Llynfi Road, Maesteg

OBSERVATIONS:

(1) Members are disappointed that there has been no provision for a second access point to the Foodstore from the west side of the Town.

(2) Traffic lights are being used at the access point on the East side of the Town instead of a “roundabout” which Members feel would be a more appropriate traffic management system to avoid congestion. 

(3) Concerns on initial access to the site of heavy machinery through residential areas (Albert Terrace/Court Street etc) where roads are not designed for this type of traffic.

Above considered and observations submitted to BCBC.

RESOLVED:  That the action taken by the Recess Committee be confirmed

-118-

The following planning applications were read: 
Ref


P/06/1093/FUL/RB

Applicant

A Butler




St Peter’s Church, Picton Street, Nantyffyllon

Development
2 areas of timber decking - retrospective

Location

St Peters Church, Nantyffyllon

Ref


P/06/1056/FUL/NM

Applicant

K Shearah




34 Barnardo Street, Nantyffyllon.

Development
Kitchen/bathroom extension to rear

Location

34 Barnardo Street, Nantyffyllon.

Ref


P/06/1023/FUL/NM

Applicant

Mr & Mrs A White




46 Hearts of Oak, Nantyffyllon.

Development
Detached garage to south of dwelling

Location

46 Hearts of Oak, Nantyffyllon.


Ref


P/06/978/RLX/EW

Applicant

First Rate Products Ltd




11 Salisbury Road, Maesteg

Development
Removal of condition 10 of consent 05/1707




Re:  wheel washing facilities

Location

Land rear of Salisbury Road, Maesteg
Ref


P/06/1105/FUL/NM

Applicant

Mr & Mrs A Penny




6 Pleasant View, Caerau

Development
Two storey kitchen/bedroom extension & bay structure to front elevation

Location

6 Pleasant View, Caerau
Ref


P/06/1108/FUL/NM

Applicant

Brian Steadman




Unit 13, Spelter Site, Nantyffyllon

Development
store room extension

Location
Steadman’s Garage, Unit 13, Spelter Site, Nantyffyllon.
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Ref


P/06/1118/FUL/EW





Applicant

Mr & Mrs J Thomas




26 Llwydarth Road, Maesteg

Development
Side ext to provide care for 3 disabled children –




Living/play area/bedroom/bathroom & parking

Location

26 Llwydarth Road, Maesteg
Ref


P/06/1109/FUL/NM

Applicant

M Thomas, 




6 Heol Pentre, Maesteg

Development
Re-sub of 06/338 – re-design of parking facilities to rear garden

Location

6 Heol Pentre, Maesteg
Ref


P/04/1275/FUL/EW

Applicant

Jones & Skinner Dev. Ltd




Ewenny Road, Maesteg

Development
Development of 14 houses (amended drawings




Received 16.08.06 – scheme 6)

Location

Land alongside Heol Tywith, Nantyffyllon.

RESOLVED:  That the Council SUPPORT the above applications.


Ref


P/06/861/OUT/JP

Applicant

S C Joshua




22 Bridgend Road, Maesteg

Development
3 bedroom detached property with 2 parking spaces

Location

Land rear of Turbovil garage, 22 Bridgend Road,




Maesteg 

RESOLVED:  That the Council SUPPORT the above application providing Highway approval is granted, due to the close proximity of the site to the junction.
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191
PLANNING DETERMINATIONS

Details received to date available to Members upon request.
RESOLVED:  That the information be noted.
192
PLANNING APPEAL

Notice received of Appeals lodged with WAG following refusal of planning approval in respect of:

· Conversion of shop into flat – 47 Commercial Street, Maesteg 

· Change of use from vacant A1 (retail) to A2 (betting office – 

            2 Commercial Street, Maesteg 

· One semi detached dwelling – Land adj to 1 Cavan Row, Maesteg

Recess Committee agreed to adhere to original observations, and support planning authority.
RESOLVED:  That the action taken be confirmed.
193
PRE-PLANNING APPLICATION CONSULTATION

PROPOSED BASE STATION TO PROVIDE COMMUNICATIONS TO THE BETTWS AREA

Site:  Keir Hardie Road DNS, Maesteg

Letter received from Stappard Howes (Building communication)

Upgrade existing telecommunications installations to provide 3G  coverage to the Maesteg area. It is proposed to swap the existing telecommunications antennae within the installation with 2G/3G antennae and install an additional 3G ground based cabinet to the mast.  Comments are invited.
Following consideration it was 
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RESOLVED:  That the Council submit no objections to this proposal.

194
PLANNING APPLICATION 06/1053 

FOODSTORE & ASSOCIATION CAR PARKING, ACCESS ROAD, FOOTPATHS, LANDSCAPE WORKS & REPLACEMENT CAR PARKING FOR RUGBY CLUB 
FOOTPATHS 58 & 58A.

Letter received from BCBC Planning Department regarding the above application, advising that the proposals do not affect the Council’s Stopping-up and Diversion Order No 4 2005 in respect of the above footpaths to the northern side of the rugby club grandstand and changing rooms.  The length of Footpath 58 adj to the rugby club grandstand will be retained and the footpath/cycle route will still be provided.

RESOLVED:  That the letter be noted.

Read and accepted at a
Meeting of the Council

held on 3rd October 2006

……………………….

Mayor

